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Abstract - Cloud computing has revolutionized IT infrastructure, offering scalable and cost-effective 
solutions for enterprises. However, migrating applications and services to the cloud presents challenges that 
differ across platforms. This study delves into the architectural differences in cloud migration frameworks 
offered by Amazon Web Services (AWS), Microsoft Azure, and Google Cloud Platform (GCP). The paper 
discusses key aspects such as compute resources, networking, storage, security, and compliance, providing a 
comparative analysis. Furthermore, it highlights migration strategies, best practices, and challenges 
encountered. This research aims to assist organizations in selecting the most suitable cloud provider based 
on their specific requirements and workload characteristics. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
A. Background 
 Cloud migration refers to the process of transferring digital assets, including applications, databases, and 
services, from on-premises infrastructure to the cloud. Organizations adopt cloud migration to leverage benefits 
such as scalability, high availability, and operational efficiency. 

B. Importance of Cloud Migration 
 With the rapid growth of data-driven technologies, businesses are transitioning to cloud-based 
environments to enhance agility and competitiveness. Cloud platforms provide Infrastructure as a Service (IaaS), 
Platform as a Service (PaaS), and Software as a Service (SaaS), streamlining enterprise operations. 

C. Cloud Migration Challenges 
 Migrating to the cloud involves various complexities, including data security, compliance, performance 
optimization, and cost management. Understanding the unique offerings of AWS, Azure, and GCP is crucial for 
businesses to make informed migration decisions. 

D. Objectives of the Study 
 Compare AWS, Azure, and GCP cloud migration architectures. 
 Identify the best migration strategies based on workload types. 
 Evaluate the cost, performance, and security differences among cloud providers. 

II. LITERATURE SURVEY 
A. Evolution of Cloud Computing 
 Cloud computing has undergone significant transformations from traditional on-premises data centers to 
fully managed cloud environments. Initially, enterprises relied on physical data centers, which required 
extensive capital investments in hardware, networking, and maintenance. With the advent of virtualization, 
organizations started using private clouds, enabling better resource utilization and efficiency. 

As cloud computing matured, public cloud services such as Infrastructure as a Service (IaaS), Platform as a 
Service (PaaS), and Software as a Service (SaaS) became prominent. These models allowed businesses to scale 
resources dynamically without large upfront investments. 

In recent years, hybrid cloud and multi-cloud strategies have gained traction. 

http://ijmsm.prtechnologysolutions.in/
http://ijmsm.prtechnologysolutions.in/


146 
Jack Lee & Syed Ali Fathima / ICETETI, 145-152, 2024 

 Hybrid Cloud integrates private cloud infrastructure with public cloud services, offering greater flexibility 
and control over sensitive data. 

 Multi-Cloud involves using multiple cloud providers (e.g., AWS, Azure, and GCP) to avoid vendor lock-in 
and enhance redundancy. 

 The evolution of cloud computing has been driven by technological advancements, regulatory 
requirements, and the demand for scalable, secure, and cost-efficient solutions. 

B. Comparative Studies on Cloud Migration Frameworks 
Cloud migration involves moving applications, data, and workloads from on-premises infrastructure to a 

cloud-based environment. Several studies have analyzed migration strategies, which generally fall into the 
following categories: 

 Rehosting (Lift and Shift) – Moving applications to the cloud with minimal modifications. 
 Replatforming (Lift, Tinker, and Shift) – Making slight optimizations while keeping the core architecture 

intact. 
 Refactoring (Re-architecting) – Redesigning applications to leverage cloud-native capabilities. 
 Retiring and Retaining – Identifying legacy systems to phase out or keep on-premises. 

Comparative studies emphasize three critical aspects: 
 Compatibility: Ensuring applications function efficiently in the new cloud environment. 
 Security: Addressing compliance and risk management when transferring sensitive data. 
 Cost-Effectiveness: Optimizing cloud expenses by choosing the right service models. 

These studies provide best practices for reducing downtime, mitigating risks, and optimizing cloud performance, 
ensuring a seamless migration process. 

C. Security and Compliance Considerations 
Security remains one of the biggest concerns in cloud migration. Different cloud providers offer varying security 
frameworks to safeguard data, applications, and networks. The key security aspects include: 

 Identity and Access Management (IAM) – Ensuring only authorized users can access cloud resources. 
 Data Encryption – Protecting sensitive information through encryption in transit and at rest. 
 Threat Detection and Response – Leveraging AI-driven monitoring and response systems. 

Compliance is another crucial factor, as organizations must adhere to regulatory standards such as: 
 GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation) – Governing data privacy and security in the EU. 
 HIPAA (Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act) – Ensuring secure handling of healthcare 

data. 
 ISO 27001 – International standard for information security management. 

 Failure to comply with these regulations can result in hefty fines, reputational damage, and legal 
consequences. Cloud providers offer various compliance certifications, but businesses must evaluate their own 
security posture before migration. 

D. Performance Benchmarks in Cloud Environments 
The performance of cloud environments varies depending on factors such as latency, throughput, and resource 
allocation. Studies have benchmarked AWS, Azure, and GCP using different performance metrics: 

 Latency – The time it takes for data to travel between cloud services and users. 
 Throughput – The amount of data that can be processed over a given period. 
 Resource Allocation – The efficiency of virtual machines, storage, and networking services. 

Comparative Performance Insights 
 AWS – Known for its high availability and extensive global infrastructure, AWS offers low-latency 

connections through its AWS Direct Connect service. 
 Azure – Optimized for enterprises, Azure integrates well with Microsoft’s ecosystem and provides high-

performance virtual machines. 
 GCP – Google Cloud emphasizes AI-driven optimizations and network efficiency, making it ideal for big 

data workloads. 
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 The selection of a cloud provider depends on specific workload requirements, such as compute power, 
network efficiency, and storage optimization. Understanding these benchmarks helps organizations optimize 
cloud performance and reduce operational costs. 

III. METHODOLOGY 
A. Research Approach 
This study employs a qualitative and quantitative analysis of cloud migration architectures, focusing on AWS, 
Azure, and GCP. 

B. Data Collection 
Data is collected from whitepapers, official cloud provider documentation, case studies, and industry reports. 

C. Comparative Analysis Framework 
A structured comparison is performed based on the following criteria: 

 Compute Services: Virtual Machines (VMs), Serverless, Kubernetes 
 Storage Solutions: Block storage, Object storage, File storage 
 Networking Architecture: Virtual Networks, Load Balancing, Interconnectivity 
 Security & Compliance: Identity Management, Encryption, Certifications 
 Cost Considerations: Pricing Models, Billing Mechanisms 

D. Migration Strategies 
 Rehost (Lift and Shift): Direct migration of workloads without modification. 
 Refactor (Re-Architecting): Optimizing applications for cloud-native features. 
 Replatform (Lift, Tinker, and Shift): Partial modifications to enhance performance. 
 Retire/Retain: Decommissioning outdated applications or keeping them on-premises. 

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
A. Comparison of Cloud Migration Architectures 

Table 1: Comparison of Cloud Services Across AWS, Azure, and GCP 
Feature AWS Azure GCP 

Compute EC2, Lambda Virtual Machines, Functions Compute Engine, Cloud Functions 
Storage S3, EBS, EFS Blob, Managed Disks Cloud Storage, Persistent Disks 
Networking VPC, Direct Connect Virtual Network, ExpressRoute VPC, Cloud Interconnect 
Security IAM, KMS, Shield Active Directory, Security Center IAM, Cloud Security Command Center 
Compliance GDPR, HIPAA ISO, GDPR, FedRAMP SOC, GDPR, ISO 

B. Cost Considerations 
Table 2: provides a cost comparison for similar VM configurations across AWS, Azure, and GCP. 

Provider Instance Type vCPUs RAM Hourly Cost 
AWS t3.medium 2 4GB $0.0416 
Azure B2s 2 4GB $0.0400 
GCP e2-standard-2 2 4GB $0.0336 

C. Security and Compliance Analysis 
AWS, Azure, and GCP each provide extensive security features, but their implementations vary. The study 
discusses encryption methods, identity management, and compliance adherence. 

V. CONCLUSION 
A. Summary of Findings 
 This study highlights the differences in cloud migration architectures of AWS, Azure, and GCP, emphasizing 
their unique strengths and weaknesses. Organizations must consider workload-specific requirements when 
choosing a cloud provider. 

B. Recommendations 
 For High-Performance Computing: AWS offers superior networking capabilities. 
 For Hybrid Cloud Implementations: Azure’s integration with on-premises infrastructure makes it a strong 

candidate. 
 For Cost-Effective Solutions: GCP provides competitive pricing with robust AI/ML services. 
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C. Future Work 
 Further research can explore real-world migration case studies, focusing on emerging trends like edge 
computing and AI-driven cloud management. 
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